Fetal intracranial haemorrhage and periventricular leukomalacia after second-trimester intrauterine fetal death in monochorionic twins.
Intrauterine fetal death of one twin in a monochorionic pregnancy may be associated with adverse neurologic sequelae in the surviving co-twin. The aim of this report is to try, through a review of literature, to predict the risk of cerebral impairment in the survivor co-twin and to assess the feasability of neurosonography and magnetic resonance imaging in the prenatal diagnosis of brain damage. We report a case of monochorionic twins complicated by a fetal death at approximately 23 weeks' gestation with pathologically confirmed leukomalacia in the surviving twin. A detailed sonographic evaluation of the intracranial anatomy of the surviving twin was performed. Fetal magnetic resonance imaging was offered as well. The patient opted for termination. Evacuation was performed at 24 weeks, and pathologic evaluation revealed severe cerebral infarction with haemorrhage. However difficult, a multidisciplinary prenatal counselling should be performed in order to study the prognosis and to try to prevent cerebral palsy in the surviving co-twin.